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for the joys of heaven, an intelligent being, who is to spend an eter-
nity in contemplating the works of Deity, should at present be so de-
graded, as 1o he allowed no other ideas, than +hose which are
suggesied by the mechanism of a pudding, ot the sewing the seams
of a garment? Pity that all such censurers of fernale improvement do
not go one step further, and deny their future existence; to be consis-
tent they surely ought.

Yes, ye lordly, ye haughty sex, our souls are by nature equal 10
yours; the same breath of God anirmates, enlivens, and invigorates us;
1nd that we are not fallen lower than yourselves, let those witness
who have greatly towered above the various discouragements by
which they have been so heavily oppressed. ... Werewe to grant that
animal strength proved any thing, taking into consideration the ac-
customed impartiality of nature, we should be induced to imagine,
that she had invested the femnale mind with superior strength as an
equivalent for the bodily powers of man. But waving this however
palpable advantage, for equality only, we wish to contend.
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Quesiions

1. Why does Murray refer to the “variety of fashions” among women 25 an

argument for their intellectual capacity?

2. How does she answer the charge that offering educational opportunities

to women will lead to neglect of their “domestic duties”™?

48. George Washingion, Farewell Address
(1796)

Source: James D. Richardson, ed., A Compilation of the Messages and
Papers of the Presidents (Washington, D.C., 1896-1899), Vol. 1, pp. 223724
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In 1796, after two terms in office, George Washington announced his inten-
tion o retire from public life, in part io establish the precedent that the
presidency isnota life office. His Farewell Address (mostly drafted by
Alexander Hamilton but carefully reviewed by Washington and published
in the newspapers rather than delivered orally), became one of the most
often-guoted public pronouncements in Armerican history.

Washington called on Americans to overcome party and regional divi-
sions and unite in “the name of American.” He warned against the party
spirit, insisting that political parties created ill will and substitated the in-
terests of a portion of the people for the good of the whole. And he advised
his countrymen to steer clear of European power politics by avoiding per-
manent alliances with any other country. While Washington’s warning
apgainst the formation of political parties would go unheeded, his principle
that, as much as possible, the United States should avoid “political connec-
tion” with foreign powers would shape American foreign policy for the
next century.

P

TuE PERIOD FOR anew election of a citizen to administer the exec-
utive government of the United States being not far disiant, and the
time actually arrived when your thoughts must be employed in des-
ignating the person who is to be clothed with that important frust, it
appears to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a morte distinct
expression of the public voice, that 1 shouid now apprise you of the
resolution T have formed to decline being considered among the
number of those out of whom a choice is to be made ...

The unity of government which constitutes you one peopleisalso
now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of
your real independence, the support of your tranquility at home,
your peace abroad, of your safety, of your prosperity, of that very Tib-
erty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that from
different causes and from different quarters much pains will be
raken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the con-
viction of this truth, as this is the point in your political fortress
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against which the batteries of internal and external enernies wilt bz
most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimat:
the immense value of your national union to your collective and I
dividual happiness; that you shouid cherish a cordial, habitual, arZ
immovable attachment to it; accustoming yourselves 10 think anc
speak of itas of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity:
watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenanc-
ing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any even:
be abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning o
every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest or
1o enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Cit-
izens by birth or choice of a commoen country, that country has a
right 1o concentrate your affections. The name of American, which
belongs to you in. your national capacity, must always exalt the just
pride ol patriotism moTe than any appellation derived from local dis-
criminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same 18-
ligion, manners, habits, and political principies. You have in 2
cOmMIMON Cause fought and triumphed together. The independence
and liberty you possess aIe the work of joint councils and joint ef-
forts, of common dangers, gufferings, and successes. . . .

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our uniomn it occurs
25 matter of serious CONCETn that any ground should have been fur-
nished for characterizing parties by geogmphical discriminations—-
Northern and Southert, Atlantic and Western—whence designing mMen
may endeavor to excite a belief that there is aeal difference of localin-
terests and views. One of the expedients of party 1o acguire influence
within particular districts is t0 misrepresent the opinions and aims of
other districts. You can not shield yourselves 100 much agajust the
sazlousies and heartburnings which spring from these prisrepresenta-
-:-=z they tend 10 renderx alien 0 each other those who ought to be

-z= f=ogether by fraternal affection....
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To the efficacy and permanency of your union & government for
the whole 18 indispensable. No alliances, hoWevETD strict, between the
parts can be an adequaie substitute. They must inevitably experti-
ence the infractions and interruptions which all alliances in all
times have experienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have
improved upon your first essay by the adoption of a Constitution of
governiment better calculated than your former for an intimate
union and for the efficacious management of your common con-
cerns. This government, the offspring of our owit choice, uninfiu-
enced and unawed, adopted upon f4ll investigation and mature
deliberation, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of
it powers, uniting security with energy and containing within itself
a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to YOUut confi-
dence and your support. Respect for its suthority, compliance with
its laws, acqulescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fun-
damental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political systers
is the right of the people to make and to alter their constitutions
of government. But the constitution which at any time exists till
~hanged Dy an explicit and authentic act of the whole people 1s sa-
credly obligatory upot all. The very idea of the power and the right
-+f the people to establish government presupposes the duty of every
:pdividual to obey the established government. ..

Toward the preservation of your government and the permanency
5f your present happy state, 1t is requisite not only that you steadily
digcountenance irregular oppositions to ite acknowledged authority,
but also that you regist with care the spirit of innovation upon its

principles, however specious the pretexts. One method of assault
may be to effect in the forms of the Constitution alterations which
will impair the energy of the system, nd thus to undermine what
can not be directly overthrown. In all the changes 10 which you may
be invited remember that time and habit are at least as necessary to
Sx the true character of governments as of other human institu-
sions; that experience i the surest ctandard by which to test the real
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tendency of the existing constitution of a couniry; that facility =
changes upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion exposes =
perpetual change, from the endless variety of hypothesis and opit
ion; and remember especially that for the efficient management =
your common interests in a country so extensive as ours a gover-
ment of as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect security <:
liberty is indispensable . ..

I bave already intimated to you the danger of parties in the state
with particular reference 10 the founding of them on geographica.
discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehensive view, anz
warn you in the most solern manner against the baneful effects ¢t
the spirit of party generally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, having
its oot in the strongest passions of the human mind. It exists undex
different shapes in all pOvVernments, more ox less stifled, controlled,
or repressed; but in those of the popular form it is seen in its greatest
rankness and is truly their worst enemy ...

It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the
public administration. It agitates the community with illfounded
jealousies and false alarms; kindles the animosity of one part against
another; foments occasionally riot and insurrection. It opens the
door to foreign influence and corruption, which find a facilitated ac-
cess to the government itself through the channels of party passion.
Thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the pol-
icy and will of another ...

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you Lo
helieve me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people ought to be
constantly awake, since history and experience prove that foreign in-
fluence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government.
But that jealousy, to be useful, must be impartial, else it becomes the
instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense
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against it. FExcessive partiality for one foreign nation and £x.:..
dislike of another cause those whom that actuate to see danger oT
on one side, and serve 10 veiland even second the arts of influence on.
the other. Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of the favorite
are liable to become suspected and odious, while its tools and dupes
usurp the applause and confidence of the people 10 surrender their
interests.

The great rule of conduct for usin regard to foreign nations is, in
extending our commercial relations 10 have with therm as little po-
jitical connection as possible. 50 far as we have already formed en-
gagements let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us
SL0P-

Furope has a set of primary interests which 10 us have none 0T a
very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent cONIIO-
versies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to 00T COMCETTS.
Hence, therefore, it iust be unwise in us to implicate ourselves o at-
sificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics or the ordinary
-ombinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and distant sitnation inviies and enables us to pur-
sye a different course. I we remain One people, under an efficient
sovernment, the period is not far off when we may defy material in-
Hyry from external annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as
ill cause the peutrality we may at any iime resolve upon t0 be
zcrupulously respected; when belligerent qations, under the Impos:
sibility of making acquisitions Upon s, will ot lightly hazard the
Ziving us provocation; when we may choose peace 0T War, as our in-

-arest, gulded by justice, shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of s0 peculiar a situation? Why quit
-ur own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our
Zagtiny with that of any part of Europe entangle our peace and pros-
~erity in the toils of Europeanl ambition, rivalship, interest, hurmor,
-~ caprice?
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