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i | PRACTICING Historical Thinking

Identify: What images are most prominent in this picture?

Analyze: How do the distortions of this picture communicate its message? What
are the targets of this image? f

Evaluate: In what ways does the cartoon critique the spoils system?

DOCUMENT 15.4 | Chinese Exclusion Act
1882

Bending to political pressure from western legislators, Congress passed the Chinese
Exclusion Act in 1882 in an attempt to curtail the number of Chinese laborers, whose
presence in the West had angered American nativist politicians and their constituents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the expiration of ninety
days next after the passage of this act, and until the expiration of ten years next
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after the passage of this act, the coming of Chinese laborers to the United States
be, and the same is hereby, suspended; and during such suspension it shall not be
lawtul for any Chinese laborer to come, or having so come after the expiration of
said ninety days to remain within the United States.

SEC. 2. That the master of any vessel who shall knowingly bring within
the United States on such vessel, and land or permit to be landed, any Chinese
laborer, from any foreign port or place, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hun-
dred dollars for each and every such Chinese laborer so brought, and maybe also
imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year. . . .

SEC. 8. That the master of any vessel arriving in the United States from any
foreign port or place shall, at the same time he delivers a manifest of the cargo,
and if there be no cargo, then at the time of making a report of the entry of the
vessel pursuant to law, in addition to the other matter required to be reported,
and before landing, or permitting to land, any Chinese passengers, deliver and
report to the collector of customs of the district in which such vessels shall

have arrived a separate list of all Chinese passengers taken on board his vessel
at any foreign port or place, and all such passengers on board the vessel at that
time. . ..

SEC. 9. That before any Chinese passengers are landed from any such line
vessel, the collector, or his deputy, shall proceed to examine such passenger,
comparing the certificate with the list and with the passengers; and no passen-
ger shall be allowed to land in the United States from such vessel in violation
of law.

SEC. 10. That every vessel whose master shall knowingly violate any of the
provisions of this act shall be deemed forfeited to the United States, and shall be
liable to seizure and condemnation in any district of the United States into which
such vessel may enter or in which she may be found. . ..

SEC. 12. That no Chinese person shall be permitted to enter the United States
by land without producing to the proper officer of customs the certificate in this
act required of Chinese persons seeking to land from a vessel. And any Chinese
person found unlawfully within the United States shall be caused to be removed
therefrom to the country from whence he came, by direction of the President of
the United States, and at the cost of the United States, after being brought before
some justice, judge, or commissioner of a court of the United States and found to
be one not lawfully entitled to be or remain in the United States.

Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States, Transmitted to Congress, with the
Annual Message of the President (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1892), 108.
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